
andjuvenile discus was 5.8 to 6.2, but the measured pHwas 5.2 to 5.7. Because acidic pH and resulting low

alkalinity greatly reduce the growth and metabolic
efficiency of nitrifying bacteria, it was thought that
the acidic pH was having a negative effect on the
biofilters. Therefore, the water was changed weekly
in an attempt to increase the pH and decrease the
TAN and nitrite concentrations. The producer had
also added some other South American cichlids to 1
of the breeder systems in the facility during the win-
ter and spring of 1998. 

Three moribund discus (23 to 26 mm total
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All primaquine- and chloroquine-treated fish were
dead after 3 days. All dimetridazole-treated fish were
alive after 3 days, and on day 4, no C iubilans organ-






