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development and five phases of oocyte development. 
The oocyte diameter varied, according to the 
various stages of development, from 100 µm to 
1000 µm. According to the frequency distribution 
of the oocyte diameters, they were grouped into 
four different size categories (0 to 250 µm, 251 
to 500 µm, 501 to 750 µm and 751 to 1000 µm). 
The oocyte development was consistent along the 
entire length of the ovary, depending on the degree 
of ovarian maturation. 

Stage I – Immature
During the first growth stage, young germ 

cells compactly filled the ovaries of young females 
(Fig. 2a). The oocyte showed a well-defined 
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oocytes were ready for release. The mature females 
showed the simultaneous occurrence of oocytes of 
different sizes, indicating that each individual of 
S. discus spawns more than once within a breeding 
cycle (Fig. 2e). 

Stage V – Partially spent
The ovaries of partially spent females appeared 

somewhat flaccid with some haemorrhaging areas 
and empty spaces. Only few small oocytes were 
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