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developmentand five phases of oocyte development.
The oocyte diameter varied, according to the
various stages of development, from 100 pm to
1000 pum. According to the frequency distribution
of the oocyte diameters, they were grouped into
four different size categories (0 to 250 um, 251
to 500 pm, 501 to 750 um and 751 to 1000 pum).
The oocyte development was consistent along the
entire length of the ovary, depending on the degree
of ovarian maturation.

Stage | — Immature

During the first growth stage, young germ
cells compactly filled the ovaries of young females
(Fig. 2a). The oocyte showed a well-defined
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oocytes were ready for release. The mature females
showed the simultaneous occurrence of oocytes of
different sizes, indicating that each individual of
S. discus spawns more than once within a breeding
cycle (Fig. 2e).

Stage V — Partially spent

Theovariesofpartially spentfemalesappeared
somewhat flaccid with some haemorrhaging areas
and empty spaces. Only few small oocytes were

Braz. J. Biol., 65(4): 609-616, 2005



616 CHELLAPPA, S., CAMARA, M. R. and VERANI, J. R.

Cichlidae). Revista de Ecologia Aquatica Tropical,
10: 77-83.

CAMARA, M. R. & CHELLAPPA, S., 2002, Territorialidade
em acara disco, Symphysodon discus. In: Anais do XX
Encontro Anual de Etologia. Sdo Paulo: Associagdo
Brasileira de Etologia, v.1, 445 p.

CAMARA, M. R., CHELLAPPA, N. T. & CHELLAPPA, S.,
2002, Ecologia reprodutiva do Cichla monoculus, um
ciclideo amazonico no semi-arido do Rio Grande do Norte.
Acta Limnologica Brasiliensia, 14 (2): 9-16.

CAMARA, M. R., VERANI, J. R., CHELLAPPA, S., 2002,

Braz. J. Biol., 65(4): 609-616, 2005



